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INTRODUCTION 

Allah 1 (S.W) 2 had sent his messengers - one after another - with signs, true guidance and 
light, to reveal them to people. 

Among these faithful prophets was the great messenger and prophet, the Messiah, Jesus 
(PBUH)3. Allah (S.W.) bestowed the Gospel on him. "Then, We sent after them Our Messengers, 
and We sent Isa (Jesus) - son of Maryam (Mary), and gave him the Injeel (Gospel). And We 
ordained in the hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy. But the monasticism 
which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them, but (they sought it) only to 
please Allah therewith, but they did not observe it with the right observance. So We gave those 
among them who believed their (due) reward; but many of them are Fasiqun (rebellious, dis- 
obedient to Allah)." (Al-Hadid: 27) 

Allah (S.W.) asks the believers to believe in all prophets and in the revelations; He (S.W.) has 
given them. "Say (0 M uslims), 'We believe in Allah and that which has been sent down to us and 
that which has been sent down to Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya'qub 
(Jacob), and to Al-Asbat [the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub (Jacob)], and that which has 
been given to M usa (M oses) and 'Isa (Jesus), and that which has been given to the Prophets 
from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him we have submitted 
(in Islam)."' (Al-Baqarah: 136) 

Describing the believers, Allah (S.W.) says, "The Messenger (M uhammad be- 

lieves in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each one 
believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His M essengers. (They say), 'We make no distinction 
between one another of His M essengers.'" (Al-Baqarah: 285) 

The Gospel that Allah (S.W.) revealed to Jesus (PBUH) is not necessarily the chapters of the New 
Testament, which Christians consider holy, and was written byjesus 1 (PBUH) disciplesand those 
after them. These human stories, biographies, and letters are not the revelation that Allah 
(S.W.) had revealed to Jesus (PBUH). 



1 - M uslims prefer using the name "Allah", which is one of many other beautiful names and it is God Almighty's 
greatest name, instead of the English word "God". The word "Allah" is pure and unique unlike the English word 
"God", which can be used in many forms. If we add 's' to the word "God" it becomes "Gods", that is a plural of God. 
Allah is one and singular, there is no plural of Allah. If we add 'dess' to the word 'God', it becomes 'Goddess', that isa 
female God. There is nothing like male Allah or female Allah, (taken from: "The Concept of God in Major Religions", 
Dr. Zakir Abdul Kareem, pp. 18) (Added by the translator) 

2 - M uslims do not mention the name of Allah without glorification. The letters "S.W" is an abbreviation of the two 
Arabic words "Sobhanahu Wataala", which means, "Glorified and Exalted beHe!”(17:43)Therefore, in this book I 
will use the words "Allah (S.W)" when referring to God Almighty, except for excerpts and quotations. (Added by the 
translator) 

3 - M uslims also do not mention the name of a Prophet without honoring him with prayer and invocation. The letters 
"PBUH" is an abbreviation of the sentence, "Peace Be upon Him" when mentioning a prophet, or "Peace Be Upon 
Her" when mentioning the Pure Virgin Mary, and the letters "PBUT" is an abbreviation of the sentence, “Peace Be 
Upon Them", when mentioning more than one prophet. (Added by the translator) 
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How could people attribute their own writings to Allah (S.W.) falsely? 

'Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands and then say, This is from Allah,' 
to purchase with it a little price! Woe to them for what their hands have written and woe to 
them for that they earn thereby." (Al- Baqarah: 79) 

This verse is cleardivine evidence thatthe people of the book(Jewsand Christians) had altered 
and changed the word of God. It declares that what they have now, Old and New Testaments is 
not the word of Allah (S.W.). 

Nevertheless, M uslims have no objection that some of the New Testament passages, which tell 
us about Jesus 1 (PBUH) advices, sayings and deeds, are true. This is the M uslims 1 opinion regard- 
ing this issue. Christians believe that the New Testament is Allah's (S.W.) word that was written 
by holy men with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

However, do the scientific historical evidences (and even the New Testament passages) support 
what the Holy Quran says or do they support the Christians belief? 

In our first book of this series, we proved that the Old Testament is not the word of Allah (S.W.). 
In this message, which is the second in this series, we will answer another question; is the New 
Testament God's word? 

To answerthis question, we will investigate the Holy Bible, Christian theologians, researchers, 
and the science and history scholars, and following a scientific methodology. 

Asking and praying to Allah (S.W.) to guide us all to the right path, I present this workto anyone 
who is looking forthe truth. 

Dr. Munqith Ben Mahmoud As-Saqqar 

M akkah Al-M okarramah 
Thul-Hijjah, 1423 Hejrah (Lunar Calendar) 
monqiz(a> maktoob.com 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The New Testament is a collection of the four Gospels, the book of Acts, the twenty-one 
Epistles, and revelation, which are the content of the Christians 1 sacred book. These books 
are attributed to eight writers, who lived in the first and the second generations of Christian- 
ity; M atthew, M ark, Luke and John, the writers of the Gospels, Paul, the writer of fourteen 
epistles 1 , and Peter, James and Judah, to whom some epistles are attributed. 

Matthew, John, Peter, James and Judah were Jesus 1 (PBUH) disciples. Mark, who was Peter's 
student, and Paul became Christians after Jesus' (PBUH) time, and they never met him in 
person. Luke, who was Paul's student, became Christian by Paul, who as we mentioned did 
not meet Jesus (PBUH). 

Christians confess that Jesus' (PBUH) disciples and their followers wrote the Gospels and the 
Epistles, how, then, the writings of some humans became holy? 

During the Vatican Council (1869 - 1870), the church made a decision regarding the Holy 
Bible, Old and New Testaments. It says, "The books of the Holy Bible were authored by God, 
written with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and were given to the church as such." 

Less than a century after that, there was another council in the Vatican. This council (1962 - 
1965) was held to discuss the problems the church faced with the critical studies of the Holy 
Bible. It decided, by the majority of 2344 people, and the objection of six people only, the 
following: 

"The Torah had fail short (To be the word of God), and the Gospels are better in this regard; 
and they (The Gospels) came to us with a divine inspiration by the Holy Spirit. The church 
declares, with great insistence and perseverance, that the four Gospels always assure their 
historical authenticity. The Gospels tell us honestly the deeds and teachings of Jesus the Son 
Of God. The holy writers wrote the four Gospels to reveal to us true and honest things about 
Christ." 2 

The church also declares that the writers had changed some of the words; thus, Allah (S.W.) 
is not the author, but the evangelists with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In their book, 
"Summary of the Coptic Nation's History," the Coptic scholars said, "The Holy Bible is a com- 
pilation of books written by Allah's men with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit during differ- 
ent times." 

Christians do not believe in the literal inspiration (Word for word or letter for letter) as M us- 
lims do. They believe that, "If Allah, the Almighty, wants to tell humans some of his secrets, 
He would inspire a chosen writer to write the chapter. Then, He will support the writer and 
inspire him to choose the events, situations, deeds and words, which He wants for His ser- 
vants' benefits. Allah also will be the writer's mentor and guide, and He will protect him from 
any mistake or shortcoming, and to write only what Allah has inspired him to write... this is 
enough to attribute the book to Allah." 



1 - If we accept some scholars' opinion, who doubly attribute Hebrews to Paul 

2 - Differences in the translations of the Holy Bible, Ahmad Abdul Wahab, pp 91 - 92 
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Priest Fender explained the Christians' belief in revelation. He said, "We believe that proph- 
ets and disciples were subject to forgetting and mistakes in everything, but they were infalli- 
ble in telling and writing. If a reader notices some differences or impossibility somewhere in 
their writings, the reason for that is because of the reader's lack of knowledge and compre- 
hension." 1 

This is in brief the Christians' belief of the New Testament. 

THE NEW TESTAM ENT'S CODEX 

We received the books of the New Testament through thousands of manuscripts, of which 
Christians are so proud. They believe that these manuscripts - with their high number - are 
clear evidence of the infallibility of Allah's (S.W.) word, which the disciples of Jesus (PBUH) 
had written. 

In order to comprehend the importance of these manuscripts and their dates for Christians, 
we will quote what the Priest Jimmy Swaggart said in his debate with the Muslim scholar 
Ahmad Deedat. He said, "There are about twenty four thousand hand-written manuscripts 
of God's word of the New Testament, the oldest belong to three hundred and fifty years C.E. 
However, the original copy or the first manuscript of God's word does not exist." 

The New Testament's manuscripts fall under three categories. 

First, the Papyrus Codex 

The writing in papyrus was used during the second and the third century. These manuscripts 
contain two parts of the New Testament. One contains two passages of the Gospel accord- 
ing to John (John 18: 31, and 18: 37-38) and was written in the second century and now they 
are in Manchester. The other one contains two passages of the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew (Matthew 1: 1- 9, and 12: 14 - 20), there are also some papyrus papers, which belong 
to later centuries, contain short biblical passages. 

Second, the Greek Codex 

These manuscripts were written on animals' skin, and this way of writing used to be during 
the fourth century. There are many of these manuscripts and contain the most important 
ones among the codex, Codex Alexandrinus, Codex Sinaiticus, and Codex Vaticanus. 

Third, manuscripts belong to the thirteen century and later. 

Codex Basilensis is the most important among these manuscripts. 

Codex Alexandrinus, Codex Sinaiticus, and Codex Vaticanus are the most important amongst 
the Greek Codex. They were written, as mentioned, at least in the fourth century. We have 
explained them in our previous book about the Old Testament; therefore, we will mention 
only what concern the New Testament. 



1 - The Truth Revealed, Rahmatullah Al Hindi, Vol. 1 pp 39 - 42 
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1- Codex Vativanus 

The introduction of the Catholic New Testament says, "The most ancient manuscripts that 
contain the majority of the New Testaments books or its full text are two holy books belong 
to the fourth century, and Codex Vativanus is the most important. We do not know the 
resource of this codex, and unfortunately, it has some damages. It contains the New Testa- 
ment except Hebrews (9: 14, 13: 25), first and second Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and revela- 
tion, and an unknown writer added these letters and epistles in the fifteenth century. In this 
codex, the Gospel according to M ark ends with the verse (16: 9)." 

2 - Codex Sinaiticus 

The French introduction of the New Testament says, "Not only that this codex contains all of 
the New Testament, but also adds the epistle of Barnabas and part of the shepherd of Her- 
nias, which are not among the canon writings." This codex does not contain the end of the 
Gospel according to M ark (16: 9 - 20), and there is no empty page, but the beginning of Luke 
starts after the verse (8) immediately. 

3 - Codex Alexandrinus 

This codex contains the New Testament with some shortage. An example of these shortages 
is from the beginning of the Gospel according to M atthew to chapter (25: 6) and in the Gos- 
pel according to John from (6: 51) to (8: 52). It also contains the two epistles of Clement, and 
other writings, which are not included in the Holy Bible. 

4 - Codex Ephraemi Rescriptus 

This codex contains the New Testament only, and it is now in the National Library in Paris. 
Scholars assume that it was written in the sixth or the seventh century, and some say it was 
in the fifth. 

5 - Codex Bezae Cantabrigensis 

This codex belongs to the fifth century, and it is now in Cambridge University. It contains the 
four Gospels and the Book of Acts, with shortage of many passages such as the beginning of 
John's Gospel. The writer of this codex was copying freely. He had copied Jesus' linage list as 
recorded in Matthew, and then, when he copied Luke's list and noticed the difference, he 
inserted Matthew's list in Luke's Gospel. However, since Matthew's list lacks many names, 
he added some names from his own thought. 

6 - Codex Basilensis 

Scholars suggested that it belongs the eighth century, and it is now it is in the library of the 
University of Basel in Switzerland. It contains the New Testament with huge shortage. 

7-CodexLaudianus 
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This codex belongs to the ninth century, and it is now in Bodleian Library in Oxford. It 
contains the Book of Acts only . 1 

THE DIFFERENCES IN THE NEW TESTAM ENT'S CODEX 

The first thing we notice about the New Testament manuscripts is that, they were not writ- 
ten by the people whom they are attributed to, they were not written during their existence, 
and the first manuscript was written, at least, two centuries after the death of those people. 

Christians cannot prove otherwise, and Priest Fringe confessed on that during his debate 
with the M uslim scholar Al Hindi. Apologizing, Priest Fringe said, "The reason that we (Chris- 
tians) lost the records is the difficulties and the problems that Christians faced for three 
hundreds and thirteen years." The Muslim scholar Al Hindi had accepted this explanation, 
but that does not free them from bringing these records; for, such matters cannot rely on 
assumptions, guessing and uncertainty. Moreover, there are no two identical manuscripts 
among all the New Testaments manuscripts. All of them were subject to adding and deleting 
according to the writer's opinion, and this what Christians confess. 

Trying to reduce the importance of these differences between the manuscripts, Jimmy 
Swaggart said, "Regarding the ancient writings the scientific principles tell us that, if we have 
ten copies of a certain book, we do not need its original. We have twenty four thousand 
copies and we do not deny that they have differences among them. However, the important 
thing is that the essence of the context did not change." 

In his book, "The truth about the Bible," Dr. Robert did not agree with Swaggart and ans- 
wered him. Moreover, Robert had prepared a scientific leaflet to be printed with the Holy 
Bible, but he was not allowed to do that. When he was asked about the reason, he said, 
"This leaflet would make people lose their trust in this book." 

He also said, "There is no book that contain alteration, mistakes and fabrications as the Holy 
Bible," and he added that the church's fathers confess of the intentionally made fabrications, 
but the disagreement among them is just about who made it. He added, "No one would 
claim that God is the author of all of the Holy Bible's parts, or that God inspired these fabri- 
cations ." 2 

Ken Rime said, "Theologians today agree on one thing; that only very small parts of the Holy 
Bible were not altered." 

In Encyclopedia Britannica, Maurice Nourn said, "The earliest codex of the Canon Gospels 
was written in the fifth century. The time between the disciples and the fifth century did not 
leave to us any codex of these four Gospels. Even though it is close to our time, it has consi- 
derable fabrications, specially the Gospels of M ark and John." 



1 - See Comparison between religions, M ohammad Ezzat Tahtawi, pp 47 - 51, The holy Bible in the Scale, Abdus 
Salam M ohammad, pp 91, Readings in the Holly Bible, Abdur Rahim M ohammad, Vol. 2, pp 269 - 270. 

2 - See, The biggest Debate between Al Hindi and the Priest Fender, pp 372 



8 



lslamhouse.com 



Is the New Testament God's Word? 



Regarding the Gospel according to Mark, in his book, "Saint Mark", Dennis Nineham said, 
"Inevitably changes, both intentional and unintentional, crept in, and, of the hundreds of 
manuscripts (that is, hand-written copies) of Mark that have survived, no two agree exact- 
ly." 1 He also said, "We do not have any hand-written codex that we can compare with oth- 
ers." 

Priest Chorer said that the Gospels manuscripts contain 50 000 differences, while Kris Bach 
said they have 150000. Encyclopedia Britannica assures that saying, "The Church fathers' 
selection of the New Testament, which covers almost all of it, shows more than one hundred 
and fifty thousand differences between the passages." 

Christians try to find an excuse for these differences. In his book, "The Seekers Guidance", 
Dr. Samaan Kalhoon said, "Do not be surprised of the differences in the holy books copies; 
for, before the invention of printing in the fifteenth century, these copies were hand-written, 
some of those writers were ignorant and forgetful." 2 

This is true, but it is only half of the truth, for he ignored the writers' intentional fabrications, 
of which the writers of the French introduction to the New Testament confess. 

It says, "The New Testament manuscripts that we have are not the same, but a person can see 
many differences of various importance. ...There are differences that include different meanings 
of the entire paragraphs, and to discover the reasons of these differences is not a difficult task. 
Writers, whose ability of the work is different, have copied the text of the New Testament 
throughout the centuries, and no oneofthem isinfallibleofvarious errors.... In addition, some 
transcribers sometimes tried to correct what seemed to them contained obviouserrorsorlack 
of accuracy in theological expression, and thus introduced a new reading of the text that is 
almost all wrong. 

We can add to all this, that the use of many of the paragraphs of the New Testament in the 
course of worshipping led to the introduction of some decorations for the purpose of making 
them nicer or to make them easier during loud recitation. 

It is clear that what the writers introduced accumulated over the centuries. The text that even- 
tually reached the time of printing was full of many alterations and changes... The highest aim of 
the science of criticism is to examine the texts of these various documents, in order to assess 
the text as close as possible to the first original, and, it is impossible to reach that original copy." 

In his book, "The Gospels, their origin and their growth," Frederick Grant, the professor of 
theological studies of the Bible in the Federal Institute of Theology in New York said, "The 
text used to be kept in manuscripts copied by tired writers. Today, there are 4700 of these 
manuscripts between pieces of paper and complete manuscripts sheets of skin or cloth. The 
texts of all these manuscripts vary considerably, and we cannot rely that none of them is 



1 - Saint M ark, D. E. Nineham, pp 11 

2 - See, the Truth Revealed, Rahmatullah Al Hindi, Vol.2, pp 542 - 543, The holy Bible in the Scale, Abdus Salam 
Mohammad, pp 94-95 
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without mistakes. M ost copies of all sizes have been subject to changes by correctors whose 
works were not always the right re-reading." 1 

The published text of the New Testament is not final; it depends on the discovery of more 
manuscripts. The Jesuit Priesthood's introduction to the New Testament says, "Today, we 
can prepare the text of the New Testament as a good one, and there is no need to reconsid- 
er otherwise unless we find new documents." 

It is a temporary New Testament, until further notice! 

Examples of the transcribers' alterations 

No one who examines the Gospels' texts would find it difficult to find some of the transcribers' 
intentional additions in the text. The following paragraphs will show some of them. 

M atthew said, "So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Da- 
niel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in J udea flee 
to the mountains. (Matthew: 24: 15 - 16) The sentence, (let the reader understand), is an 
addition added by the transcriber who wanted to point out the importance of the subject, it was 
not said byjesus (PBUH) while he was talking to his disciples. 

The end of the Gospel according to John reads as follows, "This is the disciple who is bearing 
witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony 
is true." (John: 21: 24) the sentence, "we know that his testimony is true" is an addition added 
by the transcribers. Giving their opinion about that, the editors of the Jesuit Priesthood's Ver- 
sion of the Holy Bible said, "The group that wrote this Gospel saw it as a permanent testimony 
that agreed with that time, which brought by the beloved disciple." 

Another verse in the Gospel according to John is, "At once there came out blood and water, He 
who saw it has borne witness-his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth— 
that you also may believe. 1 (John: 19: 34 -35) in the last sentence, the writer wanted to point 
and assurejohn's honesty, it is not John's. 

Among the additions in the Gospel according to Luke is what he attributed to Jesus (PBUH) 
answering the two disciples John and James when they asked him if they could bring down fire 
to destroy the Samaritans. He (PBUH), then, turned towardsthem and rebuked them. However, 
the transcribers added "saying: you know not of what spirit you are." (Luke 9:55) 

Father Matta Al M iskeen said, "With No exception, all theologians agree that this verse is an 
addition that was added early by one of the transcribers, because the earlier codex does not 
contain it. Any way, it agrees with the meaning and the situation in the text. In the ancient 
codex, the verse ends with the words, 'rebuked them." 2 



1 - The Gospels, their origin and their growth, Frederick Grant, pp 32 

2 - The Gospel according to Luke, Father M atta Al M iskeen, pp 428 
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This addition was removed from a few Holy Bible's versions, such as the American Standard 
Version, the English Standard Version, and the Good News Bible. 1 

Similarly, the transcribers either added or deleted a passage in the fifth chapter of the Gospel 
according to John. It says, "In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, wi- 
thered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the 
pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in 
was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, which had an 
infirmity thirty and eight years." (John 5: 3, 4, 5, King James Version) 

According to father M atta Al M iskeen, 2 the majority of the important codexes do not contain 
the following sentence, (waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a 
certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling 
of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.) Therefore, the Good 
News Bible and other versions' editors removed it. "A large crowd of sick people were lying in 
the porches - the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed. A man was there who had been sick for 
thirty-eight years.' (John 5:3 and 5 - no number 4 - Good News bible) 

Nullification of the claim that the New Testament writers were inspired 

None of the New Testament's writers - except Paul - claimed that he was inspired, but their 
writings are confessions that their works were human efforts that were not intended to be holy 
books. 

Luke confessed in hisbookthat he had no idea about inspiration or whatsoever. He said, "Inas- 
much, as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accom- 
plished among us; just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
word have delivered them to us, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely 
for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may 
have certainty concerning the things you have been taught." (Luke: 1: 1-4) 

His introduction shows that his Gospel is a personal letter, he wrote it for personal matters, he 
had copied accurately from some references, and many others w rote about this issue too. Luke 
did not mention in his introduction about a divine inspiration that inspired him to write, northat 
the Holy Spirit came down upon him, he did not claim or even know that he was inspired! 

This is not only for Luke, but also for all the New Testament writers. They did not claim inspira- 
tion fortheir writings. Priest Dr. Manees Abden Noorsaid, "Never came across any of the New 
Testament writers' mind that his writing about Christ would become the Christians' holy book, 
which Christians read for centuries around the world." 3 



1 - This addition can be found in all King James Versions, Bishops Bible 1568, Geneva bible 1587, Darby bible 1889, 
Douay-Rheims bible 1899, and M urdock New Testament. "But He turned and rebuked them and said, you do not 
know of what spirit you are." (added by the Translator) 

2 - The Gospel according to John, Father M atta Al M iskeen, Vol. 1, pp 328 

3 - Fake suspicions about the Bible, Priest M anees A. Noor, pp 42 
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If the disciples and their followers did not know or claim that they were inspired, how did Chris- 
tians know that? There is no evidence in the Gospels to support that claim except what Paul had 
claimed about himself. 

Personal letters that have nothing to do with inspiration 

Reading Paul's and the disciples letters, will show, in many places, passages that bear witness 
that these letters and epistles are personal and have nothing to do with inspiration. 

John said, "The children of your elect sister greet you." (John (2) 1/13) He continued to send 
more greetings to his beloved. "The beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. Beloved, I pray that all 
may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul ...I hope 
to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the 
friends, every one of them." (John (3) 1 - 14) 

Paul's epistles contain the same. "The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, 
send you hearty greetings... .All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy 
kiss." (Co (1) 16/19-20) 

Paul also recorded his feelings towards his friend Timothy in the beginning of his letter. He said, 
"As I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. As I remember yourtears, I longto 
see you, that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first 
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well." (T1 
(2) 1/3-5) 

Then, he wrote some of his personal needs and told Timothy to tell his friends in Corinth. He 
said, "When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above 
all the parchments. Send my regards to Riska and Akila and Anisiphorus' family. I left Trophi- 
mus, who was ill. Do your best to come before winter." (Ti (2) 4/13-21) Paul's letters continue in 
the same manner of sending greetings and regards to his friends and relatives, and they are 
long, almost a page. (See Roman 16/1-21) 

He sent a letter to Titus saying, "When I send Artemas orTychicus to you, do your best to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas 
the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. " (Titus 3/12-13) the reader may 
notice that Paul - who was inspired to write this passage according to those who believe in his 
letters' holiness - did not know whom of his friends he would send to call Titus to Nicopolis 
where he will spend the winter! 

There are many of these personal greetings, (See (Co (1) 16/20), (Phi 1/21-24) and (Phi 2/26-28, 
4/21-22), are these Allah's words and inspiration! 

Passages that impossible to be inspiration 

When we read the Gospels, we do not find in any of them what indicates that the writer was 
inspired. Luke, for example, said, "Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of 
age, being the son (as was supposed) of J oseph." (Luke 3/23) his words 'about, as was supposed' 
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should not come from someone who was inspired, know and sure about what he was writing. 
These words disturbed the Church's scholars, so they deleted them from the Revised Standard 
Version. 

John also did not know the distance that the disciples rowed before they saw Jesus (PBUH). He 
said, "When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea." 
(John 6/19), if he was inspired, he should know exactly how far. 

He also said, "This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written 
these things, and we know that his testimony is true," he did not mention anything about inspi- 
ration, and then he wrote what proves that this writing is man work. He said, "Now there are 
also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the 
world itself could not contain the books that would be written." (John 21/ 24-25), this exaggera- 
tion is obvious and it is a man work used to bring the reader's attention. 

There are passages in the letters confess by themselves that the writer was talking from his own 
mind and thought and had nothing to do with inspiration. Giving his opinion about a man who is 
married to an unbeliever woman, Paul said, "To the rest I say (I, not the Lord).' (Co (1) 7/12) His 
opinion regarding this matter has nothing to do with inspiration, but Christians consider it part 
of Allah's (S.W.) word. Concerning the betrothed women, he said, "Now concerning the be- 
trothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment." (Co (1) 7/25), should we 
believe Paul in this confession, or the Christians who say that these words are Allah's (S.W.) 
words? 

Paul emphasized again that what comes from him is purely his human opinion. Hesaid, "I say 
this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others ...And in this matter I give my 
judgment." (Co (2)8/8-10) 

He also declared that his words are not holy. He said, "What I am saying with this boastful confi- 
dence, I say not with the Lord's authority but as a fool." (Co (2) 11/16-17), and trying to be nice 
to his audience, he said, "I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness." (Co (2) 11/1). 
Was he inspired to call himself a fool, or does Allah (S.W.) apologize and fear that his inspiration 
is too heavy for those who read it? 

Important events that the inspired writer should not forget 

What disproves the writers' inspiration claim isthat some of them did not mention very impor- 
tant events, even though they had mentioned many useless and unimportant events. 

The four evangelists mentioned the event when Jesus ride on both a donkey and a colt, but only 
one of them (John) had mentioned Jesus' first miracle, which istransferring water into wine, see 
(John 2/1-11), was riding in the two animals more important than this miracle? 

John is the only evangelist that had mentioned the miracle of bringing Lazarus back from the 
dead. Was riding in the two animals more important than bringing Lazarus from the dead in 
front of huge crowds, who believed in Jesus after that? See (John 11/1-46) 
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Moreover, entering Jerusalem riding in the two animals is not - in any way - more important 
than Jesus' will to preach to the nations and baptize people by the name of the Father, the Son 
and Holy Spirit. This unique and important passage is the Christians' mainstay of proving the 
Trinity, however, only M atthew had mentioned it. See (M att 19/28) 

Jesus' ascending to heaven is a very important event. However, the two disciples M atthew and 
John - who supposed to be present at that moment and wetness it - did not mention it. M ark 
and Luke - who were absent that day - were inspired to mention this event! 

The scholars' denial of the New Testament's writers' inspiration 

The passages that we mentioned above and others, made scholars and researchers deny that 
the New Testament's writers were inspired. The authors of the Ecumenical Translation said, 
"The evangelists had collected and wrote according to their own opinion, what they had re- 
ceived from oral traditions." There is no inspiration then. 

Regarding James' Epistle, Luther, the founder of the Protestant Christian sect, said, "It is an 
epistle of straw even though it isfromjames. The disciple had no authorityto givea religious 
provision from hisown; this position wasforjesusonly.” We understand from Luther's words 
that he did not consider James inspired. 

In his encyclopedia, Reese said, "M ekaels considered the books that written by the disciples' 
followers - M ark, Luke and Acts - not inspired." 

Pointing to an important and true fact regarding Paul, Habeeb Saeed said, "When Paul wrote 
his letters, he did not know or even thought that his words would bean asset forthe coming 
generations." Surprisingly, Paul himself did know about the holiness of his words, but Chris- 
tians insist on saying that. 

In the Vatican, Pope John formed a committee led by the scholar Hans Comb to study the 
Gospels, and after deep research, the committee concluded, "The Gospels are humans' words, 
and there is no prove that they came directly from God". 1 

Nullification of the claim that the New Testament writers were messengers 

First, Muslims do not consider any of the disciples was a messenger. Moreover, none of them 
had declared that except Paul. Nor do M uslims believe in the testimonies that made Christians 
claim prophet-hood to these writers. 

M uslims do not believe that the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples fifty days after Jesus' 
ascending to heaven; that strange event that Luke mentioned. He said, "And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance." (Act 
2/4). Moreover, Paul and Luke were not among those people; they were not believers that day 
yet. 



1 -TheTruth Revealed, Rahmatullah Al Hindi, Vol. 2, pp 356 - 379. Two Debates In Stockholm, Ahmad Deedat, pp 27 
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M uslims also do not believe in the miracles that New Testament attributes to the disciples, for, 
these news have no considerable prove. Searching and studying the New Testament books 
prove that those disciples were not messengers. They were humans like others, except they 
were with Jesus and he asked them to preach his message after him. 

First, were the writers of the New Testament prophets? 

The Gospels and the Epistles are full of passages that nullify this claim. The prophethood of 
those writers must be put on the scale that Jesus' disciples had taken from their master. In 
John's First Epistle we read, "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world." (John (1) 
4/1). 

How do Christians consider Paul or the disciples infallible and trustworthy of inspiration and 
prophet-hood while Judah the betrayer was among them? Judah was one of the twelve disciples 
that Jesus sent; messengers and prophets do not do such treason. 

M essengers and prophets do not do what Peter did when he denied Jesus three times on the 
night of his capture, which was very tough night. See (Luke 22/34) 

Quoting Jesus, Luke said, "but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the 
angels of God." (Luke 12/9), this denial forced Pastor Ibrahem Saeed to describe Peter as "Sun- 
ken in a sea of infidelity" 1 and his company with Jesus will not intercede him. 

How could a person who was filled with the Holy Spirit denyjesus, and how could we consider 
a person whom Jesus Called 'Satan' a prophet? "But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, 
but on the things of man." (M att 16/23) 

The Gospels' passages make us doubt the faith of the closest disciples to Jesus, which make 
them untrustworthy of preaching his teachings, never mind the prophet-hood. According to 
Matthew, Jesus said to Peter, " 0 you of little faith, why did you doubt?" (Matt 14/31), this 
made Saint Eckstein describe Peter saying, "He was unstable because he believed some times 
and doubted some times". 2 

If this what is said about Peter, were the other disciples better? In many passages, the New 
Testament tells us that they were of little faith too. Jesus described them as such many times. 
M atthew said, "And they went and woke him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing. And he 
said to them, "Why are you afraid, 0 you of little faith?" (M att 8/25-26) and he also said, "But 
J esus, aware of this, said, "0 you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves the fact 
that you have no bread?" (M att 16/8) 



1 - Explaining Luke's Gospel, Ibraheem Saeed, pp 580 

2 - The Truth Revealed, Rahmatullah Al Hindi, Vol. 1, pp 234 
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Luke said, "But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, 0 you of little faith?" (Luke 12/28). 
See also (M ark 4/40, M att 6/30), should we believe such people's stories, never mind consider 
them inspirations? 

The strongest among these examples is when Jesus (PBUH) described them, as they had no faith 
at all. M atthew said, "Why could we not cast it out? He said to them, "Because of your little 
faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, 'M ove from here to there, 1 and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you." 
(M att 17/ 19-20) are those who did not have faith even like a grain of mustard seed prophets 
and trustworthy of writing Allah's (S.W.) inspiration. 

Secondly, the disciples' miracles do not prove that they were prophets 

If Christians consider the disciples as prophets or messengers because they had performed 
some miracles, performing those miracles do not prove that. The holy passages tell us that even 
false prophets can perform miracles and signs. Jesus said, "For false christs and false prophets 
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 
See, I have told you beforehand." (M att 24/24-25) 

M oreover, the New Testament does not mention any miracle for M ark or Luke. 

Jesus (PBUH) had warned from those false prophets, and told that they would claim believing his 
message. He said, "On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name? And then 
will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness. "Beware 
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing. ..You will recognize them by their fruits." 
(Matt 7/5-23) 

M iracles are not - in any way - proofs for more than faith and believing. According to the Gos- 
pel, each believer is capable of performing miracles. Quoting Jesus, M atthew said, "He said to 
them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, 'M ove from here to there,' and it will move, and nothing will 
be impossible for you." (M att 17/20) 

Commenting on this passage, thejesuit Priesthood says, "The believer is capable of moving a 
mountain like God Himself." 

Jesus also said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 
and greater works than these will he do." (John 14/12) 

According to this, each Christian is capable of performing Jesus' miracles including healing the 
sick, bringing backthe dead and even greater miracles. Christian scholars were in embarrassing 
situation because of this passage, for, it is not appropriate to say that the disciples and the 
believers can perform miracles greater than the miracles of Christ. However, they said, "The 
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Lord Christ did not say that his disciples would perform greater miracles than his, bringing back 
the dead is the most we can do." 1 

All they can do is bringing back the dead! 

Thirdly, prophet-hood - according to the Holy Bible - does not guarantee infallibility in 
preaching 

Considering that the disciples were prophets, does not mean - according to Christians beliefs - 
that they were infallible from making mistakes in telling and even lying. In First kings we read, 
"Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and one of his sons came and told him all the works 
that the man of God had done that day in Beth-el.. And he went after the man of God and found 
him sitting under an oak. And he said to him, "Are you the man of God who came from Judah?" 
And he said, "lam. Then he (The prophet) said to him, "Come home with me and eat bread. And 
he said, "I may not return with you, or go in with you, neither will I eat bread nor drink water 
with you in this place, for it was said to me by the word of the LORD, 'You shall neither eat bread 
nor drink water there, nor return by the way that you came." And he said to him, "I also am a 
prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD, saying, 'Bring him back 
with you into your house that he may eat bread and drink water. He lied to him. So he went 
back with him and ate bread in his house and drank water.'" (Kings (1) 13/ 11-19) Then the chap- 
ter continues to mention the punishment of that poor prophet who obeyed the liar prophet, 
believing that he was telling him God's orders and inspiration. 

Another example is in the Second Kings. When Ben- Hadad, the king of Syria sent Hazael to 
Prophet Elisha asking to ask him about the sickness he had, Prophet Elisha (Far be it from any 
prophet to lie) lied in his answer. He said, "Go, say to him, 'You shall certainly recover,' but the 
LORD has shown me that he shall certainly die." (Kings (2) 8/10) 

In our previous episode of the True Guidance and Light series, we have discussed many shame- 
ful deedsthat theTorah attributed to the prophetsthat make it impossible forusto believe that 
Christians believe in those prophets infallibility, never mind the disciples. 

NULLIFYING THE ATRIBUTION OF THE GOSPELS AND EPISTLES TO THE DISCIPLES 

The twenty-seven books of the New Testament belong to eight writers, each had written 
different amount. While the letter of Judah is two pages, the writings that attributed to Paul 
are more one hundred pages. 

Moreover, the relationship between those authors and Jesus varies. While John, Peter, 
Judas, and Jacob were among the twelve disciples, Luke and Mark did not meet him, and 
Paul became a Christian afterthe ascending of Jesus (PBUH). 



1 - Applied Interpretation of the Holy Bible, Few theologians, pp 2222 
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Christians consider those eight authors inspired human beings and they wrote what was 
dictated to them by the Holy Spirit, each in his own way. We have proved that the authors of 
the New Testament were not inspired of what they have written. 

However, is it right to attribute the books of the New Testament to those eight authors, 
specially M atthew, John and Peter who supposed to be the distinguished disciples of Jesus, 
or that the attribution is also a fabrication? Is it possible that those words - that in the New 
Testament -would come from the disciples of Jesus, whom he brought up along the years of 
his mission, and whom the Quran praised? 

Studying the New Testament carefully, made scholars doubt that the disciples of Jesus, the 
believers, wrote those books. Thus, they studied carefully the attribution of those books to 
them. 

We shall not look into the authentication of some books, because those who wrote them 
were not the disciples of Jesus. Based on that, it does not matter whether Mark and Luke 
wrote the books that attributed to them, or any of the Christians who lived at the end of the 
first century. None of those was infallible, inspired or had any of Jesus' praise or recommen- 
dation. The same goes to the letters of Paul, Jesus' enemy, who claimed to be a messenger 
and infallible even though he never met Jesus at all. 

First: The Gospel According to M atthew 

It is the first book in the New Testament. This book consists of twenty-eight chapters, which 
tell about the life of Jesus and his teachings from the day he was born until his ascending to 
heaven. 

The church attributes this book to M atthew, one of the twelve disciples whom Jesus chose. 
The church claims that M atthew wrote this book by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Refer- 
ences likely consider that M atthew wrote his book to the people of Palestine, which are the 
Jews new Christians. The references vary regarding the date of its writing, but they agree 
that it was written between the years 37- 100 C.E. 

In the introduction to M atthew's Gospel, the monastic version says, "M any authors date this 
book between the years 80 and 90, or maybe a little earlier, but we cannot be very certain in 
this matter." 

Fenton, the commentator of Matthew's Gospel (pg 11), considered that, "It was written 
between year 85 and 105 C.E." which is close to what Prof. Haring estimated when he said, " 
the book of Matthew was written in the year 80 to 100 AD." 1 Regarding the language in 



The Torah, The Gospel, the Quran and Science, Maurice Bucaille, pp 8- 12. The History of the Church, Eusabius, 
pp 146. Christ in the Christians' Creeds Resources, Ahmad Abdul Wahab, pp, 59 
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which this book was written, all scholars agree that it was the Hebrew language, while some 
believe it was the Syriac or the Greek. 

The most important historical testimony regarding this gospel is the testimony of Papias of 
Hierapolis (155 C.E). It says, "Matthew wrote the sayings in Hebrew, and then, each of its 
translators to Greek translated it as much as he could." In his book, "Against Heresies," 
Irenaeus of Lyons (200 C.E) said, "Matthew wrote a gospel for the Hebrews in their own 
language." 1 

The Gospels' existing manuscripts are all in Greek, thus, scholars wonder who the original 
translator from Hebrew to Greek was. There are many opinions in this regard but they have 
no supporting evidence at all. Commenting on that, Father Matta Al Meskeen said that they 
are "assumptions without evidence." Others said that the translator was Matthew himself, 
John the evangelist, and others. 

The fact is what Saint Jerome (420 C.E.) said. He said, "The translator of the book of Mat- 
thew from Hebrew to Greek is unknown." It is more likely that it was more than one transla- 
tor, as Papias said, translated it. 

Norton, who is known as "The guardian of the Gospel," said about this unknown translator, 
"The one who translated the book of Matthew was like a man who collects wood at night; 
who does not differentiate between wet and dry wood. He translated the right and the 
wrong." 2 

M atthew's Biography 

Who was Matthew? What is his relation with the bible that attributed to him? Does that 
Bible consist of God's word and his inspiration? 

Answering these questions, what we know about Matthew is what the Christian scholars 
said about him. He was one of the twelve disciples, he was working as a tax collector in the 
village of Nahom and he followed Jesus after that. 

Historical sources mention that M atthew went to Abyssinia and was killed there in 70 C.E. The 
New Testament does not mention him except two times. The first, is when Jesus called him at 
his working place (See M att 9/9), the second time is in the verse that mentionsthe namesof the 
twelve disciples (See Matt 10/3, Luke 6/15). 

We should mention here that M ark and Luke said that the tax collector, who met Jesus at the 
tax booth, was Levi the son of Alphaeus, (See M ark 2/14, and Luke 5/27) they did not mention 



1 - The History of the Church, Eusabius, pp 146 - 214 

2 - The Truth Revealed, Al Hindi, Vol.2, pp 523- 533. The Gospel According to M atthew, M atta Al M eskeen, pp 29 



19 



lslamhouse.com 



Is the New Testament God's Word? 



M atthew. However, the church claims - without proof - that Levi the son of Alphaeus isanother 
name for M atthew the tax collector. 

John Fenton, the commentator of the book of M atthew and the Dean of the Faculty of The- 
ology in Linchfield, said that there is no evidence that Matthew is the Christian name for 
Levi. He believes that it is more likely that "there was relationship between Matthew, the 
disciple, and the church, for which he wrote his Gospel. Thus, the author of this gospel attri- 
buted his work to the founder or the teacher of that church whose name was M atthew. It is 
likely that the writer of the Gospel had taken the opportunity that was given to him by M ark 
when he was speaking of the calling of one of the disciples, and he linked it to M atthew, as 
he was the teacher of the church that he followed." 1 

The Church's evidence of attributing the Gospel to M atthew 

The church asserts that M atthew is the author of the Gospel, based on some issues. 

First, "There are signs and clear evidence that the writer was a Jewish who converted to 
Christianity." 

Secondly, "It does not make sense that such important gospel- the first of the gospels- could 
be attributed to an unknown person, but ratherto one of Jesus' disciples." 

Thirdly, Papias mentioned that, "In the second century, Matthew collected Jesus' sayings." 

Finally, "It is indisputable that the job of the accountant is to keep all the files, because it is 
one of the most important duties for the submission of the accounts, as such, this evangelist 
kept all Jesus' sayings accurately." 2 

Notes on the Gospel According to M atthew: 

Going through the previous Christian evidence, scholars believe that Christians have no solid 
evidence for attributing this gospel to Matthew. It is not necessary that the accountant 
should right his religious notes the same way he writes his work. In addition, Matthew' 
writing of Jesus' sayings does not support attributing today's gospel to him. M any evidences 
show that the writer of this gospel was not one of Jesus' disciples, as it is mentioned in many 
places in the gospel that its writer was not M atthew the disciple. 

- Matthew depended on the gospel of Mark, as he copied 600 passages from the 612 pas- 
sages of the gospel of M ark. He based as well on another document, scholars called it M . 



1 - Christ in the Christians' Creeds Resources, Ahmad Abdul Wahab, pp, 58 

2 - The Holy Bible Dictionary, pp 832 



20 



lslamhouse.com 



Is the New Testament God's Word? 



In his introduction to the gospel of Matthew, J. B. Philips, a professor of theology at the 
English church, said, "Saint M atthew quoted from the gospel of Saint M ark, and he revised it 
trying to reach to a better image of God." 

In his book, "The Introduction to the Gospel," Pastor Faheem Aziz said that M atthew's adop- 
tion of the gospel of Mark is known for all those who studied the bible. If Matthew, the 
disciple, was the writer of the gospel, why would he copy from M ark, who was ten years old 
at the time of Jesus? Why would any one of the twelve disciples copy from him? Would one, 
who witnessed the events, copy from someone who had not seen it? 1 

- The gospel of Matthew mentions Matthew, the tax collector twice, and it does not point 
out in any way that he was the writer. The writer mentioned his name as one of the twelve 
disciples; he did not put him the first nor the last. Then when he spoke about him following 
Jesus, he mentioned the name as a third person. He said, "As Jesus passed on from there, he 
saw a man called M atthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, "Follow me." and he 
rose and followed him.’ (Matt 9/9) 

If Matthew was the writer, he would say, "he said to me," "I followed him," "he saw me," 
and that indicates that M atthew was not the writer. 

- Reading the Gospel carefully, you would realize the writer's vast knowledge in the Torah, 
which considered him the most interested one in the Torah's prophesies about Jesus. That 
could not come from a tax collector; the writer was not M atthew the tax collector. 

In his commentaries on the New Testament, A. Tricot (1960) said that believing that Mat- 
thew was a tax collector from the village of Nahom, and whom Jesus called to teach, is not 
accepted anymore; it is not as what the fathers of the church claim. 2 

Those who denied the attribution of the gospel to M atthew 

Many of ancient and modern Christian scholars have denied attributing this gospel to Mat- 
thew. Festus in the fourth century said, "The gospel that has been attributed to Matthew 
was not written by him," and Saint Williams and Father De Don in his book, "The life of Chr- 
ist," believe the same. 

In his introduction to the gospel of Matthew, J. B. Philips said, "The old tradition attributed this 
gospel to M atthew the disciple, but most of today's scholars reject this opinion." 

Professor Haring said, "The gospel of M atthew was not written by M atthew, but it was written 
by unknown author, who concealed his identity for some reasons." 



1 - Two Debates in Stockholm, Ahmad Deedat, pp 66. Judaism and Christianity, Mohammad Al-A'athamy, pp, 321 

2 - The Torah, The Gospel, the Quran and Science, M aurice Bucaille , pp 80 -80 
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The monastic introduction to the Gospel of M atthew says, "As for the author, the gospel did not 
mention any thing about him. The oldest tradition of the church (Papias of Hierapolis (155 C.E)) 
attributed it to Apostle M atthew... However; the search in the Gospel did not prove that view or 
nullifies it. Since we are not sure who the writer was, we should be satisfied by some of the 
features that is found in the Gospel itself..." 

In his book, "The Introduction to the Gospel," Pastor Faheem Aziz said about the unknown 
writer of the gospel of M atthew, "We cannot give him a name, the writer could be M atthew the 
apostle or he could be someone else". In his commentary in this Gospel (pg 136), John Fenton 
said, "His identity with this disciple is almost certainly a fiction." 1 

Ebionites and the Unitarians, ancient Christian sects, doubted the attribution of this Gospel to 
M atthew. They believed that the first two chapters were added to it and that the real beginning 
of the gospel is, "In those days John the Baptist came." (Matt 3/1) so, the gospel begins with the 
story of John the Baptist, as it is in the Gospels of M ark and John. 

Moreover, his saying 'In those days does not refer to the two preceding chaptersastheend of 
the second chapter tells about Herod killing the children after Jesus birth. It was at the time of 
the childhood of both Jesus and John, who was six months older than Jesus was. While the third 
chapter tells about John's preaching -when he was a young man - which means that there was 
deletion before the third chapter, or it is the real beginning of the gospel. 2 

Who is the real author of the Gospel According to M atthew? 

If M atthew was not the author of the gospel that bears his name, who, then, was the real au- 
thor? 

In answering to this question, we say, the results of the western studies proved that the writer 
of the gospel is not M atthew the disciple. The real author, who might be one of M atthew stu- 
dents, attributed it to M atthew since the second century. 

Coleman and the commentators of the ecumenical translation tried to identify some features of 
the original author. The author- as seen in his gospel- is a Jewish Christian who linked theTorah 
with the life of Jesus. He, as described by Coleman, wanted to cut his relation with Judaism with 
the keenness to continue in the line of the Old Testament. He is a Jewish author, who respects 
the Law, and by that considered very far from Paul who does not respect the Law. The author of 
the gospel said, "Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt 5/19) 3 

The solid proof that M atthew did not write the gospel is that many scholars believe - as pre- 
viously mentioned - that the gospel was written after 70 C.E, the year in which M atthew died. 



1 - Saint Matthew, J. C. Fenton, ppl36 

2 - The Truth Revealed, Rahmatullah Al Hindi, Vol. 2 pp 538 

3 - The Torah, The Gospel, the Quran and Science, M aurice Bucaille , pp 8 -12 
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We wonder now where is the Gospel that M atthew wrote in the second century, as mentioned 
by Papias. 

To answer the question we say, Papias mentioned that M atthew wrote and collected Jesus 1 
sayings. However, what we see in the gospel is a complete story of J esus life, not a collection of 
his sayings. M oreover, if it is proved that M atthew did not write this gospel, it does not mean 
that he did not write another one. It is important to mention that among the gospels that the 
church rejected was "The Gospel of M atthew" and perhaps Papias meant that one. 

What we have mentioned is not far from what the scholar Mayor said, as he concluded his 
research saying that what M atthew wrote wasjesus' sayings, and wastranslated into Greekand 
edited later to the form we have now. 1 

Thus, scholars believe that there are many things prevent saying that this gospel is the word of 
Allah (S.W.) and his inspiration. It is - as the scholar Abu Zahra said - "A gospel written by un- 
known author. We do not know when it was written, by which language, where it was written 
and to whom. We do not know the character of its writer, his knowledge of the religion and the 
two languages, the one from which it was translated and the one wastranslated into, all these 
are missing points in the scientific research." 2 

Second: The Gospel According to M ark 

The second Gospel of the New Testament and Christians attribute it to M ark. 

Who is M ark? What do we know about the author of this Gospel? Is it right to attribute it to 
Mark? 

The Gospel according to M ark consists of sixteen chapters, telling the story of Jesus since his 
baptism byjohn the Baptist until his death and resurrection after his crucifixion. 

It is the shortest among all the gospels, and the critics consider it - as Wills said - the most accu- 
rate gospel that tells about Jesus' life. The critics agree that it was the first written gospel, and 
M atthew and Luke had copied from it. 

The authors of the book " Introduction to the Holy Bible" said, "Perhaps the gospel of M ark is the 
oldest of the four gospels. It was written between 65-70 AD, before the destruction of the tem- 
ple of Jerusalem. It seems that M atthew and Luke copied from the gospel of M ark." 3 

The German scholar Royce said, "This gospel is the original from which M atthew and Luke have 
copied. It is the one and only gospel that is called the Gospel of Christ, as it begins with The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God"' (M ark 1/1) 



1 - The Gospel According to M atthew, M atta Al M eskeen, pp 28 

2 - Speeches on Christianity, M ohammad Abu Zahra, pp 54 

3 - Introduction to the Holy Bible, John Palkin and Others 
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Christian sources claim that Mark wrote his gospel in Rome, or maybe in Alexandria. It was 
written - According to many different sources - between 39-75 C.E. It is more likely that it was 
written between 44-75 C.E., based on the testimony of the historian Irenaeus, who said, "M ark 
wrote a gospel after the death of Paul and Peter." 

The oldest mention of this gospel was by the historical Papias (140 C.E.) when he said, "M ark 
wrote his gospel based on memories passed to him by Peter." 1 

Who is Mark? 

Researchers passed what the Christian resources mentioned about M ark's biography, which is in 
the Holy Bible's dictionary. He was called M ark, his real name was John, and he accompanied 
Barnabas and Paul in their journey, and then left them and returned laterto accompany Paul. 

The biographers agree that he was a translator to Peter, who had something to do with this 
gospel. Josephus, the historian, mentioned that M ark was the first to preach the gospel in Alex- 
andria, where he was killed. 

Notes on the gospel of M ark 

The researchers studied this gospel and its writer deeply, and they have some notes: 

M ark was not one of J esus' disciples, but was one of Paul and Peter's disciples. Dennis Nineham 
said in his explanation of the Gospel of M ark (pg 39), "No one of that name is known to have 
been in especially close relationship with our lord orto have been particularly prominent in the 
early church." 

There is another strong evidence by the historian Papias when he said, "John the elder used to 
say: 'Mark became a translator to Peter, he wrote in details what Peter said. Yet, what he wrote 
was not similar to what Jesus said or did, because he never met or heard from Jesus, but - as I 
said- joined Peter, who formulated the teachings of Jesus Christ to suit the listeners' needs. He 
was not making a story that is genuinely linked to or about Jesus to his speeches." 

Dennis Nineham said, (pg 39): "It is uncertain whether the author of the gospel of Mark is John 
M ark, who is mentioned in the book of acts (12/12, 25), or it was M ark who is mentioned in the 
first letter of Peter (15/13), or M ark who is mentioned in the letters of Paul... 

The early church was in the habit of assuming that all occurrences of a given name in the New 
Testament referred to a single individual. But when we rememberthat M ark (M arcus) was the 
commonest Latin name in the Roman Empire and that the early church must have contained 
innumerable M arks, we realize how precarious any assumption of identity in this case." 



1 - Critical study of the Gospel of M ark, M ohammad Abdulalim Abu Assaad, pp 265- 267, The Holy Bible Dictionary 
pp 854 
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The most important issue that had the researchers' attentions about this gospel is its end. The 
end of this gospel (16/9-20) is not in the old important manuscripts such as codex Vaticanus and 
codex Sinaiticus. 

William Perkily said, "The famous end - in addition to itsabsencefromtheoriginals- hasastyle 
of which its language is different from the rest of the gospel." 

RahmatuAllah Alhindy quoted from Saint Jerome in the fifth century that the early fathers 
doubted this end. 

The Revised Standard Version considered it (suspicious) unreliable passages and deleted itfrom 
its 1951 edition. 

The introduction of the Gospel of M ark in the Jesuit Priesthood edition says, "It is generally 
undeniable that the end as it is now (16/9-20) was added to mitigate the end of the book from 
an abrupt halt in verse 8." 

Father Kissinger said about this end, "The last verses must have been deleted when the gospel 
of Mark was received by the people who adopted it. When the similar writings of Matthew, Luke 
and John passed through, an end to the gospel of M ark was written from here and there. ..that 
gives an idea on how freely the gospels were dealt with." 

Commented on this issue, M aurice Bucaille said, "What an obvious confession that people made 
many alterations to the holy passages." 1 

Third: The Gospel According to Luke 

It is the third and the longest gospel, and consists of twenty-four chapters. The first two chap- 
ters tell about the prophet John and the birth of Jesus. The rest of the chapters tell about the 
story of Jesus until the Resurrection after the crucifixion. 

The sources vary in determining the exact date of the writing of this gospel; between 53-80 CE. 
The author of this gospel based his writings on M ark; he copied three hundred and fifty passag- 
es from M ark, and he copied as well from M atthew or he and M atthew copied from the same 
source. 2 

Who is Luke? 

The church attributes this gospel to Luke, while the Christian resources do not tell much about 
his biography. However, the church agrees that he was not one of J esus disciples, as it is seen 
from the beginning of his gospel, "Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of 



1 - The Truth Revealed, RahmatuAllah Al Hindi, Vol.l pp 152, The Torah, The gospel and the Quran and Science, 
M aurice Bucaille, pp 85- 86, Christ in the Christian Creed Resources, Ahmad Abdulwahab, pp 56 

2 - The Torah, The gospel and the Quran and Science, M aurice Bucaille, pp 87- 90, Christ in the Christian Creed 
Resources, Ahmad Abdulwahab, pp 64 - 65, 150 
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the things that have been accomplished among us. J ust as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us." (Luke 1/1-2). 

The resources agree also that he was not a Jew; he was a companion of Paul that is mentioned 
in Colossians 4/14, and others, and that he wrote his gospel for his friend Theophilus. "To write 
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning 
the things you have been taught. 1 (Luke 1/3-4). 

Notes on the gospel according to Luke 

Researchers noted many things in the Gospel according to Luke. The most important are: 

1 The beginning of the Gospel according to Mark speaks of a personal letter, and it is based on 
his own work and not God's inspiration. M any of Christian scholars noted that, and they denied 
that this gospel is an inspiration. Among them M ister Keadell, in his book "Letter of inspiration," 
Watson and many of the old scholars. Saint Augustine said, "I would have never believed in the 
gospel if I did not take it from the holy church." 

2 M any researchers doubted the first two chapters of this gospel. In addition, this doubt - as 
told by Jerome - goes back to the early fathers of the church, and the M arcion sect's copy did 
not contain these two chapters. 

Scholars confirm that Luke did not write these two chapters, because in the book of Acts he said, 
"In the first book, 0 Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began." (Acts 1/1), means his 
miracles, as proved by the completion of the passage To do and teach. Until the day when he 
was taken up." (Act 1/2) The first two chapters talk about the birth of Jesus, not his deeds. Ward 
Catholic quoted from Jerome his saying, "Some of the old scholars doubted chaptertwenty-two 
of this gospel." 

Thus, we see that there are four authors of this gospel, who took turns in writing its passages 
and chapters. 

3' The author's character is covered with uncertainty. No one knows his town, his career, for 
whom did he write his gospel and the date of writing. What we know that he was one of Paul's 
followers, and he never met Jesus. How could one bring this book as evidence and how can we 
consider his words holy? 

Fourth: The Gospel According to John 

The fourth gospel is the Gospel according to John. It is the most important and exciting of the 
gospels, as those who claim Jesus' divinity refer to some of its passages as evidence. 

This gospel consists of twenty-one chapters telling about J esus in a different way from the other 
three gospels. Scholars believe it was written between. 68-98 C.E., and some said later. The 
church attributed this gospel to John the fisherman. 

Who isjohn the fisherman? 



26 



